
March 7, 2022

To: Members of Education Committee of the Connecticut General Assembly:

From: Green Village Initiative, Bridgeport, CT

Re: H.B. 6842: An Act Concerning the Establishment of a Local Food for Schools Incentive Program and Expansion of the CT
Grown for CT Kids Grants Program

Following the lead of statewide community school food access activists and advocates, we believe the Committee
should pass H.B. No. 6842 to establish a Local Foods Incentive Program and expansion of the CT Grown for CT Kids
Grants Program.

The time to act has never been more urgent. Measures such as this provide opportunities that can support more
meaningful and just solutions for how our children eat and who grows that food. Food procurement is an overarching
issue that we must address today to ensure that eating in our state is viable, affordable, nutritious, and
culturally-relevant over the coming decades to protect the future of our state's farms and food businesses while building
resilient economies for future generations.

The 2022 ALICE in Focus: Children Report reveals the disproportionate impact of financial hardship on the state’s black
and Hispanic children (72%, 67% respectively). Growing up in financial hardship isn’t limited to those at or below the
federal poverty level. In CT 29% of families earn above the poverty level and do not qualify for assistance programs yet
earn too little to afford the basic costs of housing, childcare, healthcare, food, and transportation. Providing free and
reduced lunch to 100% of our students in districts like our own in Bridgeport only scratches the surface of our state’s
need for nutritious, culturally-relevant, affordable food, and much of the time those meals do not impact the bottom line
for our local farms and food producers. Access to nutrition that is sourced locally and builds the health and viability of
surrounding local economies impacts not only individual learning outcomes and students’ ability to be our best selves
emotionally, academically, and professionally, but ensures their local community is thriving in tandem .

Incentivizing school districts to purchase from local farmers, providing technical assistance and providing
supplementary grants for districts is work that the Local Food for Schools Incentive Program could help us achieve.
This is work that would dramatically change our food system and children's lives across our state and I hope you will
see the value in this more just food future..

I urge the Committee and Connecticut lawmakers to support H.B. 6842 this session and thank you for your consideration.
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Green Village Initiative is a non-profit organization whose mission is to grow food, knowledge, leadership and
community through urban gardening and farming, to create a more just food system in Bridgeport.


